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Cept .Donald McCﬁuley. Sout hampton, Ont.

Interviewed by Wm.Wakeham and Richard Rathbun,
£ Y

September 7, 1894.

g There were very few houses here when I
éﬁﬁzzj“ﬂ came here in 1855. There were 2 few fishing
J%ﬂ . then and others working at other work. I

have been fishing myself 211 the time since
I came here. (With reference to the region»
between Kincardine and Cape Hurd). I never
saw any pound nets here. I never saw one,

but I heard there were some, but I did not

2 %?kw, see them. Fyke nets were never used here.
Seines have been used here. Up at the Fish-

W ing Islands they were catching a great deal

‘ of herring the first year I was here; on a

. number of the islands there. They used to
fish a good deal at the mouth of Sable River.

They have been fishing seines there until
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last year, both Indians and whites. The
first work that was done in this country was
fishing with seines at the Fishing Islands.
I do not think they have fished ary seines
there in the last 3 or 4 years. They used
pretty good sized seines. The mesh was big-
ger in the wings than in the bag. I think
the size in the bag was about 2 1/2. It
would be a good deal bigger in the wings.
They caughf herring in the seines. On the
Sable sands they camwght whitefish. They
caught no whitefish to speak of among the
islands. They would catch suckers also, but
when the herring wéuld come in there would
not be hardly any other fish among them.
They fished late in the fall about the 25th
of September, and would fish until November
10 or 12. I never saw it tried in the
spring. On the Sable sands they were taking

& good many hauls of whitefish. Those white-
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fish would be all sizes, big and small.

They took them in the fall in the herring
season. They were seining for herring and
took whitefish with them. Sometimes get
good heuls of whitefish without any herring
and sometimes there might be 2 schools come
in the seines &t onece, but mostly it wes ei-
ther wnitefish or herring. 1 naver was
there but 2 days. They were taking a good
many little whitefish one year, toc small to
send to market. There has been no hook and
line fishing about here. They do it up

N

north around the Manitoulins. Gill net fish-
ing has been the main fishing here. 1 rish;;~5'
a couple of years with seines the first

years I was in this country. When I c;;§
here there were 3 boats fishing gill nets
with 3 men to a boat. There is the sane num-

ber of men to a boat now, excepl sometimes,

when the fishing is not good, they will get
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them down to 2 men and useylees nets. 1 was
a very small fishery when I first eeme here
end sbont the beginning of the fishing here.
The number of boate graduslly inereaded ffom
then. T have sgen as high as 24 sail boats
out of here about 12 or 13 years ago. There
were more fishing with ssil boats then than
at any other time. There were no tugs then.
They started tugs about 10 years ago. I
think James Clark had the first tug that I
know of. He was eonnebted with the Buffalo
Fish Company. McKenzie owned the first tug
that was out of this place about 10 years
ago. After that the tugs were incresasing
2ll the time. There has been 5 tugs here
gince 3 years ago. The tugs sometimes fish
on the same grounds with the sail boats.
They cen fish togsther, but the tugs cen go
in calmn weather better thgn the boats can,

and can make trips quicker. Some of the



sail boat men are on the tugs. We use 3
kinds of gill nets here. There is & white-
fish net, which is ¢ 5/8 and 4 3/4-inch mesh;
the trout nets are 5 1/2 to 6-inech and the
herring nets 2 3/4-inch, The whitelish nets
are about 18 meshes deep; from 16 to 20.

The trout nets are from 14 to 16 meshes, and
the herring nets 80mé of them are 40 meshes
deep and some 60 mesnhes deep. The whitefish
nets have from 50 to 99 sinkers, about 8
feet apart. The difference in the net is
caused by different gquality of twine. The
whitefish nets are from 70 to S0, according
to the quality of the twine. The trout nets
run fram 40 to €0,according to the twine.
Our nets are all made of linen here. We
used to meke our nets all by hand, but now
they are made by machinery. They have been
making them by machinery for sbout 20 years.

We have used some nets made in this country.
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I believe they sre cheaper than the foreign
nets. They go north to the Fishing Islands
for the herrzng. From Chiefs Point up to
Cape Hurd. They fish inside in tge bave in
sheallow water. A herring boat does not use
very long nets. .They will use from 6 to 12
nets apiece. They do not like to put them
all in the water at one time, as they are
afraid -of losing them by storms. They use

smeller boats for the herring netting than

we have here. Some of our boats are built

here and some in Goderich. They are from 28
to 32 feet keel, =md some of them are over 5
tons and some less. They are 2-masted. A
sail boat will use sbout 60 whitefish nets
altogether. Théy will be divided into 4

gangs, and generally there is one gang

ashore getting it ready to take out ageain.

There would be sbout 45 nets in the water at

one time. The tugs heve more than 120 nets.
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The small boats, some of them fish more than
others. When 1 started fishing first we
would use about 30 short nets. They would
be hardly as long &8s the trout nets we have
now. We were using stone sinkers then and
could not use as long nets. Ve began to use
the lead sinkevys sbout 20 yecers sgo. Ve
used to use ceder flcoats ebout 2 feel $ inch-
es long, with a siring on the end of them
and tied on the gide line, and we would take
them off every day when we lifted them.

When we begean to use lead sinkers we began
to lengthen the nets. 1 think the lead sink-
ers started first in Georgian 3ay. They
were using stones and large flosts all over
the lskes when I came here. At that time we
never set then back at once. ‘We used to
fish 5-inch miesh in the beginning. Ws used
S5-inch all the time we used stone sinkers.

When we began to¢ use lead sinkers we began
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to nse 4 1/2 end 4 3/4 mesh. That was about
the time they began to make nets by machin-
erv, We hed to make the sinkers ourselves,
however, and do now. We have molds to run
them end e¢&n do it very easily. The whits-
fish nets are fished &8 far morth as Big
Island or Loysl Tsland with the tugs, and
the sail hoats will go thet far sometimes.
The tugs do not go farther than that. They
co south about 15 or 20 miles, healf way to
¥ineardinae. They o out ebont 40 miles into
the lake over to the big reef. The sail
boats run over to the big reef sometimes,
but not 80 many now sines the tnugs started.
The boats do not like to stay with the tugs
if they can help it. I havs often gone out
and had to beat both weys, and sometimes
they have to weather & storm. TFogs are the
worst thing we had with the fish boats. It

is worse than smoke. If we have & long dis-
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tance to go, it is no use to use the oars
when we are becalmed. We begin to fish in
deep water between the reef and the shore in
the spring as soon &s the lake is ciear of
ice. Some years it would be clear about the
midd le of April and some years it will be

in May before it is clear, During the sum-
mer months we are scattered 2ll around. We
go out on the reef the latter end of Mey and
June gnd July. The tugs will go in August,
but the fish boats do not like to go then,
as the days eare getting shorter and storms
are coning on. We expect to have the white-
fish nets ashore before the besinning of Sep-
tember generglly. We do not use whitefish
nets efter that. We teke up the trout nets
then and use them during September and (Octo-
ber. They are shorter gengs, probably from
12 to 14 nets to & geng and 2 genge to &

bost., The tugs will have 3 gangs and heve
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20 nets in a gang., The trout nets are set
on the rocks in shallow water [rom 25 fath-
oms in to 10 fathoms. They will be [ishing
all &long the coest north of here up as far
es Cape Hurd. Sometimes the [ishermuen from
Goderich and Kincerdine move up north also,
and lishermen from here go up and czup out
and rish up above here. When we started
fishing first, we never went out over 12
miles and used to get good [lishing. We
would catch mostly wnitefisti. When we went
out to deep wetsr we would get trout. Now
we cannot catch many fish in those places.
The whitefish have been caypht out there.
Now the trout fishermen could not live with
8ll the whitefish they get. We get mostly
smell trout in deep water now. You camot
get the big trout at all until September.
There are not as many &as there used to be,

hardly helf es many a8 when I staried here
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%,ﬁ}} first. 1 pguess they have been fishing too

’ hes killed the whitefish in the Georgian Bey.

%ﬁ rmaen for them, =and 21sc these rafts esre what
e
e The rafts do harm along the outer coest. We
get bark on the reefs in deep water some-
times. In the fall we do\not get the bark
““ﬂﬁdxp here, There are sew-mills along the shore
also, #nd they do not do the fishing any
pood. Tn some plaecs I think thev 1ot the
sawdnst mo into the water. ©Even if they
were to pile it up, a strong wind wounld car-
rv it in the weter. In some places I think
there waé enouph sawdust went in to cover up
the spawning grounds. Between here and Cape
* Hurd there were over 10 mills at one time,
but not 80 many now. They are good sized
mills, 211 steam mills. There were no saw-
mills there when T came here. They punt them

in sbonut 14 or 15 years ago.  The big trout

\-\E‘ .

heve decreesed since then. They were very



plentiful until the rafts 2nd the sew-mills
sterted. Those big tfout are whet we call
the fall trout. They 2re like the ones we
got to-day. Those we ™Mt to-dsy we oot in
from 20 to 25 fathoms of water on stony bot-
tom. Those trout we canucht to-day were
caught in the smsall mesh. It is a rood
plece to set for big trovt in the f211.
Those big trout come in along the shore for
spawning. I have seen the speawn running
from them in November. Very seldom see any
rmmnines from them before November. They
will come in in September to tazke a cruise
to the grounds before they besin spawning.
They will come in and so sway before they
spawn, like a bird will build its nest; they
vill»start building the nest before they lay
the egge, and that is the nsture of the fish.
They will ecome in and go eswey again prepar-

ing for the hatchery. We never pet those
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Z’tiﬁﬁ big trout in the summer. Those small deep
{:Z““j/ water trout are keeping nup better ihean any

2 other fish. They are not guite sc plentiful
es they were at one time. The white}ish ar;Wﬂ
ﬂéu,ﬂl not &s sbundent as they used to be. Thers
are very féa of tonem left on the shore now.
They were very plentiful herec &t one time,
but sometimes the grounds would be empty and
4#455’ then they would cpme in again and would be

moving from place to place. The whitefish

£o in bodies, but not in schools as herring

—————

h;bk will., The trout do not go togsther &as much
mw;::Sfjf as the whitefish. The trout ars mors fcr

' feeding on smell fish and the whitefish feed
g vaJ‘ on worms. These worms we do not find as
gbundent 28 we used to. 1In Georgian 3Bay we
used to get our nets full of these fish
worms, but now wg 4o not get them. These
worms ere on muddy bottom. We used (o get

V;aizz the whitefisn in from 30 to 15 fathoms, and



would get them a2ll up &nd down the coast un-
less there was rocky bottom. We fish on
sand or mua bottom. We [fish for them from
Mey to September. In the 0ld times we would
not get any in October and November hare.

It was another kind of fish that wes coming
in to spawn then. Whitefish wers coming in
to spawn then after the trout guit speowning,
in November. We could fish for thenm when I
First came here, and 1 fished for them a 1it-
tle et that time. They were big whiterigh
weighing from 5 to 10 pounds. -We fisned for

then in shallow water. Could not gst them

- here, but got tnerm up by the Fisning Islands

and at Cepe Hurd. 1 do not know wiether any
whitefish come in there now or not, as we do
not try for them. There was no close season
at that time. These whiteflisli tliat we got

in 35 fathoms and less were medium size fish

averaging from 3 to 4 pounds. Sometimss
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they wounld be ‘smeller than others, but they
would average about 3 or 4 pounds at that
time. We would fish flor them 2ll during the
gpring and swmer, but not in the f‘ail. We
would catch the trout at the same time if we
went to deep waier. We would catch some
trout with the whiterish. The market was
very poor then. Whitefisn were wortn more
than trout ﬁhen. The whitefish &re not as
common as they used to be for 2 reasons: the

ground is dirtier and there are Loo many

Yz )
& 870 ES

Pishsrmen after tﬁem. " Ths dirt on the «
grounds was caunsed by rafis and saw-mills.
I reel sure the stuff from the saw-mills hses
gone out fer enough to get on their prounds.
Theras hsas been gnough of it in some places

to do harmn, and theére has been more or less
of it &l1l1 elong. Tt hurts the whitelish be-
cause their feeding gsrotinds are on the bot-

tom, esting worms, and the feeding grouvnds
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of trout are 2l over wherever they can finﬁ
anvthing. Whitefish wefe plentiful until
the saw-mills ana the rafts sterted. When-
ever they arec out with e big fleet of logs
in & hoom, ahd 2 or § tugs holding -it, the
logs just grind one eanotiher in there and
peel off the bark, and when the fine beark
that 1s inside gets in the nets they are de-
stroved. The rafts 70 most enywhere. They
are going all over. Some of them are going
down the river, and g1l over. If the wind
is off this side of the¢ 1zke, they will fol-
low this side on their wey down to Port Hu-
ron, 1 riever notieed then rafting tha lum-
ber until about 8 or 9 yesars ago, but there
might be sane in the Georgian Bay before
that, We camot stop this rafting business.
‘The rafts would come right in close to shore
when they c¢ould keep awky. Bstween Cape

Hurd and Sarnias the rafts did not pass close
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inshore much. We were troubled with bark
here considerably and enough to hurt the
whitefish. 35 fathoms of water would be ,
about 8 miles off shore, and the rafts would
g0 inside of that sometimes, if the wind 'asr
from the east. There are so many men living
by fishing and one has just as much right to
fish as another, and there are too meny mak-
ing their living at it is another reason of
the decrease. The seines did some harm in
taking ashore the spawn and small fish and
in dragging the grounds. The whitefish
spawn on gravell& bottom and on stony bottom,
and on the honey-comb bottom. There ha;mw“ww
been some decrease in the trout, but they
hold their own better than any other fish.
We never used to take any small whitefish in
the gill nets. Sometimes one might get tan-
gled up, but as & general thing ‘we would not

get any less than 1 1/2 or 2 pounds. Some- °
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times we would get a small trout in the gill
nets by their getting meshed their teeth or
getting tangled up. The smallest sizg tront
that should be marketed would be about 1
pound. The market will take 1 pound fish.
Some would rather have them than one weigh-
ing 5 pounds. They send them down the coun-
try in Canada, and in the States also, It

is very seldom you will see any weighing
less than 2 pounds, however. It is very sel-
dom we get any whitefish too small to market.
About 2 pounds is the smallest we get. 'In iy
the gill nets we do not get hardly anything
but whitefish, herring and trout. Get once
in awhile a pickerel. Never get perch,
black bass or catfish. Might get occasional-
ly an odd sturgeon. Get no sheepshead. Get
the lawyers, but we do not eat them or make

any use of them here. Do not get pike or

maskinonge. We get plenty of suckers. We
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get the common whitefish, and then we get

¢;444, the cisco, but very seldom get them. They
] .
' go in &s whitefish if they are big size.,6 We

0¢‘“,1uﬂ“’have the menominee whitefish, end some peo-
ple do not know the difference between them

end would think they were getting whitefish.

‘

o S

.~ Do not have the blue fin or the long-jaw.
ne L™
[;;uf We get the fell trout and we get another

yuwvi kind on the middle ground between the deep
19" watesr and the inside ground on mmddy bottom
ir 30 to 40 fsthoms. They are something
like the fall trout, conly a smaller size and
stouter and different shape. Then we get
the deep water fish arnd then we get the reef
fish.b The reef fish are like Lake Superior
fish, They =zre fat and stout. On some
reefs you will get this kind. What we call
.‘ the fall trout, like we had to-day, we gsot
in shallow water, and they will set another

kind about 2 to 4 pounds, on the middle
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grounds from 30 to 50 fathoms, and then,

when we get'past thgm again, we get the deep
water trout, and then, when we get on the
reefs in the middle of the lake, we will get
another kind. The reef trout are fat and
stout with small nheads and a very stout body.
The deep water trcocut are a big belly and

small body and & smeller fish. On the mid-

dle grvundé we rcet very chunky trout, but a
very good fish to eat and for market. They
are different-from the fall fish. They dif-
fer in the color and shape. The fall trout
are plainer colors. The middle ground trout
are spotted more than the fall trout. The
deep water fish are dark. The black trout
are the fall trout. The trout we got to-day
were sand trout and they are lighter colored.

The fall trout are generally dark coclored.

<,
/

About 2/3 of the fish we got to-day were

alive when we lifted the nets. The nets had
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been out 4 nights. About a 1 1/2 pound
trout will go through our nets. /They ere
meking 0oil of the offal. They have been mek-
ing 0il of it ror & good many yeers. I
think it would do herm to put the offal baek
in the weter. It would affect the whitefish
the most becauss they are a more delicate
fish, and T fuess it wounld not do the trout
any pgood to have deed offal or eny dirt on
the grounds. T éo not think the trout will
eet the offal if it is thrown ir, uvnless it
was very fresh. I do not believe ir throw-

ing the offal back or eny dead fish. I do

not think the tennery here does ary herm to

the fisheries. Tn the fall of the vear you Ko

cen ﬁee the river here swarming with young
fish. I never noticed any whitefish or
trout in the river. DPass, perch and picker-

el come into the river, and sturfeon also.
There are not meny sturpeon in this region, Y




257

22
as the water is too clsan for them. T do
not think they spewn up this river. They
mirht come in the river through the summer.

I do not think the pickerel come to this riv-

er to spawn,

1. qa

As long &8 there are so meany teking fish o
out of the lzke &g there zre now, the fish
must

get scarcer. The only thing is they

will heave to guit soon. There are some men

cvitting now. They ecannot get inen to work

for them less than $30 a month &and board,

and peying so much for men and nets they can-
not stand it. They ere fishing more nets
than ever bero}e egltogethier, however, taking
in the tugs. If thers were no tnugs fishing
and the less boats there are-the fish would
get some chance., The more nets there are in,
the less chiance there is for the fish to
live. There are 3 tugs and 3 boats here

that do not sell to the Buffalo Company.
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They send their fish to market themselves
anywhere where they can get a market for
them. The Buffelo Fish Compeny only get the
fish from 2 tugs.

‘*’é”“ I think the close scason is sll right.

It may help the fish until they get a chance

ot

;uﬂ)f to spawn. Thers is one kind only of trout

iﬁJ“KWW7 that spewn ont on the reels in tihse swaner,

and the rest they spawn in November. They
‘

@JL:??Z‘ "do not colleet any spewn here frowm tie trout.
I heard thegy were doing it in Wiarton, but
not here. Tf we get young whitefish and 7' g4

M ﬂ;( tront in ouvr nets, we let them go il they

are alive, but if they arsc degad we teke them

with us. The smell trout, if thsy are dead

in the nots when we 1ift them, some wilil
flost ard some will sink, and the whitafish
the same., 1f there is wind in them, they
will float, and if there is no wind in them

_Fz % they will sink. We do not get the bloats un-
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til we get ouvt ir deep weter &nd then wé get
tLoo meny of them, &s tzey'gnarl up the nets.
They will a2ll float znd we throw tien out to
the sea pulls. Tne sea gvlls vill teke any -

taing wher tney are hunsry, but they prefer

tey on the surface and

the bloaters., Thev

T

thhe pgulls csn see tnem readily. T pu=ss the
size of the mmeshr i8 z2bout right. The her-
ring net I do not know anvining about. I do
not [ish haerring nests bscaurse a man wlio is
fisnings one ris ecarnot attend to bothh. The
herring are very plerty, but they heve to
set for them in shallow water snd in the
stormy time of tne year. Herring nets are
pretty costly, smell mesh, line Lwine =and
deep nets, end the storms ere ept to destroy
them. The herring are pretty plenty, and
there 2re not so many after then. If there

was a close season on both sides of the lake,

I think it would help, but when it is not on
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both sides of the lake, I do not think it is
80 good, because fish travel and so from on2

place to another. 1 am sure the trout we
get on this side of the lake go to the other
side. What is to hinder them? I believe
the trout go from one plgce to another just
as cattle will that are feeding. Our fish; .
eries are in better condition I believe than
they are on the other side. There is more
deep water and colder water on this side,
and they are a better eating fish here than
down in Goderich and Beyfield. The water
here is colder and pure, and down there, when

a storm comes up, the water gets mmddy. I s

tnink it would help to fish in November =nd

save all the spawn. When the fish are young, 7 /"
there are many enemies running after them.

There is the bill-fish, with a bill abont 6
inches long, and they will eat the spawn,

They are very long and covered with thiek
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scales 21l over. The sucker is & great ene-
my to the spawn also. They will suck it,

but will not gat it. They do not ecat any-
thing, but will suck it. Thney 6o not swal-
low the spawn, but suck it and teske the sub-
stance ount. The bill-fish are more munerous
up inr the Georgian Ray then here. The water
ig too clean for than nere and they like dir-
ty water and still weter. Thev will crow
ebovt 5 feet long. W& do not pet ecsls rser_eif
I have heerd them say they cot them np in

the Ceorgiarn 3ey, but T never sew one. We
get the lanprey eel herse.  They will stiek

on any [ish. They will stick to the fish in
the nels end we bring them in the boat some-
times. Sturreon are somsething in tne nat.ur-eww
of the snckers. 1 never found snything in
their stomachs, but wiat is like the snuckers.

They are not like the pike, which will eat

snakes or anything at all. We have water

jata
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snakes sbont here. Up at Georsian 3ay and
Tober liorey they are very plentiful, end
there are rettlesnskes there also. There is
oré islend vp there where they are very plsn-
tiful. There 2re a good many on the penin-
svla yet b etween here and Tober Liorev. 1t
is 2 rare thing to see them here, however.
Between Tober ﬁorey and ig Island they ars
very plsntiful.,

A sans of neis costs about 5250, besides
the corks end the leads., Thet would bs a
gant of 16 nats. We have to pay from 22,00
to 82.50 2 pound for the twine. T had one
net stolen and found it in Detour. Taere

wonld be 3 pounds of twine to a net and 18

nets to a gang, anad somet imes they will be

N
—

as high as $2.30 & pound. 7T em near done 4 [«
out, and the fishery is nezsr done out, too,.

I em retting o0ld and the fishirg is pgetting

sleck, and I guess we will both pley out to-
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gether. 1 know the tngs can stand it a good
Geal better than the bosts, but a pood many
of the tugs are going to quit soon. Tée Zuf-
falo Fish Compeny have sbout as mueh busi-
ness as they used to. Besides the Buffalo
Company, there is Loug‘& McCauley. They

ship their fish thenselves. We do not salt
any fish now, uniess they are not worth send-
ing to market. Most all of the fish are
sent by railroad from here. The tanrnery has
been running here 13 or 14 years, They get
their hides mostly from the Southern States.
The despest water we fish in is 100 fathoms: 7
We get small trout in that depth. They are
very good to eat, however. We begin fishing
for them pretty early in the spring. It is
very hard on corks to fish in that depth. A
man wants 2 sets of corks so as to keep one

ir the laske and one ashore. We are often

bothered by ashes and c¢clinkers from steam-
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boets. The shellowest water we have on the a:
reef is from 8 to 9 fethoms., Thet wonld
break in 2 rale of wind so that it wonld be
denrerous to cross, Someiimes there is a
verv strons enrrent in the lake. T have
seen it drer nets for miles. The current is
a pood desl eccording to the way the wind is.
Tf the wind is blowing hard for & wes=k or
ten dayvs from ong diregction, the c¢hrrent
wonld be liable to Tollow thet. The cwrrent
roes to the bottom or glse it wonld rot ecar-
rv the nete that way. T heve seger the nets
twisted and torn in Al]l directiors in 60 end
70 fathoms, partienlerly Jf the eurrent is
wneven #nd pert of the nats in shellow water
and 2 pert in even water. The eurrent wonld
be stronger where there wes ever wsater.
There is no ceunrrent wher there is 2 long

epell of fine weather. Wher 7 first eceme

here, the fishermen mzde drkes end herhors
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to suit their purvoses, and in 5 years 1
have seen it wnere I counla walk with slip-
pers where the boats were lyins & years he-
fore. Where I was seiling over solid rock,
in 10 years I have seen it dry lend. Chan-
nels that we used to run through &re now dry
land. But it is nigher now than it was last
year at this time. It is a good deal lower
than it was wnen I caime uere first, The wa-
ter, I think, was fully 6 [eet higher =21l
over the lake wnen I first cams here than it
is now. I do not know the reason, unless it
is that the bottom of the St.Cleir River is
lower. The winters are not a&as severe as

when I first came here. We used to have

more snow and ice then. Fishermen are gener-
ally mending théir nets in the winter, and
do not do much winter fishing. They tried
it, but fisnermen must work at their nets in

the winter as well as tha summer. Mending

30
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yvour nets and retting new rnets reedy =nd mak-
ing eorks and lceads and every tiiing like
t [
W

. that tekes 211 the time. Some mske their

owr: eorks and sang bu: them,
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